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Baroda - A City of Heritage

Ira Bhatnagar, MA, Archaeology,
The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda

Vadodara, formerly known as Baroda, is the third-largest city of the In-
dian state of Gujarat. It serves as the administrative headquarters of the
Vadodara district and is situated on the banks of the Vishwamitri River.
It is also referred to as the Cultural capital of Gujarat. Surrounded by the
UNESCO Archaeological Park of Champaner on the north- east, the city
is filled with its own unique heritage to showcase, both in the form of
tangible and intangible heritage.

The city was once called Chandanavati after the rule of Chanda of the Dodiya Rajputs. It served as the capital of
the clan and was earlier known as Virakshetra or Viravati (Land of Warriors). Later, it was changed to Vad-
patraka or Vadodara.According to some sources, is the corrupt form of the Sanskrit word vatodar, which means
"in the belly of the Banyan tree". The name Baroda appears in the accounts of English travelers and merchants of
the 18th century CE. It was later changed to Vadodara which continues till now.

The city of Vadodara, unlike the whole of Konkan state majorly, is filled with the sights of stepwells, locally
known as vavs. Their water storage effectiveness has helped local residents to survive for hundreds of years, in
the semi-arid climate and seasonal fluctuations seen especially in the climate of Vadodara. Scattered all over the
city, the vavs vary from being simple structures to ornate seven storey monuments. One of the famous examples
of a distinguished vav is the Sevasi vav. A heavily ornate and active 16th century vav which still holds an impor-
tant position for the locals. The place is still used by people for ceremonial rituals and practices.

The city has been under the rule of the Gaekwards since the early 18th century CE. Gaekwards have been the rul-
ing class under the Marathas of Maharashtra. The advance of Gaekwards also brought in the culture of Maharash-
tra to the state of Gujarat. Laxmi Vilas Palace stands as the testimony of the amalgamation of both the cultures

together. This also introduced the infamous wada architecture into this state. Gujarat has been producing carved
architecture and traditional furniture in India, even though it was not rich in the production of structural timber.
Being connected to the neighboring states by land and sea routes affected the commercial as well as the artistic
influence across the region. A spellbinding example of the wada architecture which is possessed by Vadodara
stands in the Raopura region in the form of Tambekar wada. Built in a typical wada architecture of Maharashtra,
it houses many paintings showcasing the events from the Vedas to the Anglo- Maratha War against the British
Army.

Vadodara’s cultural tradition is rich and prosperous in nature. From the visible monuments to the elaborate cele-
bration of navratri, a mixture of both tangible and intangible heritage can
be seen here. The city sky lights up with thousands of kites during the day
and crackers at night during the festival of Uttarayan. While there are vari-
ous different people in Vadodara, everyone takes part in all activities. The
city of Vadodara has welcomed different cultures from different parts of
India and accumulated them within oneself. The cosmopolitan nature of §
this city is reflected in both the forms of heritage which can be best ex-
perienced first hand by observing and understanding it.
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Sopara
Dr. Ritu Jaiswal,

Associate Professor, Department
of Ancient History, S. S. Khanna
Girls’ Degree College, Prayagraj

Sopara or Suparka, as it was known in
the past had a glorious run not
only as an important port of the
western coast of India and but also
as a major trade centre .t had
trade links with Egyptians, Greeks,
Romans and the Middle East so
much so that it finds mention in
2000 year old book Periplus of the
Erythraean sea. It is also believed
to be the capital of Aparanta (old
name for Konkan) and is also the
oldesthistorical testament in Mum-
bai ,in the form of Ashokan edicts.
Apart from all these things, Sopara
is also an important Teerth.

Sopara finds itself mentioned as an
important Teerth on almost all
faiths of indian origin.Brahanical
text mentioned it as Parshuram
Tirtha .Buddhist text Divyavadana
mentions itis the place where Bud-
dha itself visited. Jain text mentions
it as one of the 84 most revered
Teertha of the Jains. Sopata doesn't
stop here and also lures a lot of for-
eign travelers. Travelers ranging
from Chinese Huein Tsang to Arab
Ali Idrisi .Sopara would have pre-
dated at least a fewcenturies earlier
since the Sutta Pitaka,of which the
Samyutta Nikaya is an integral
part, forms the older core of the
Buddhist canon. Besides having
been mentioned in the Buddhist
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canon, Sopara is also mentioned
in the Mahabharata. It is said

that Bheem, one of the
protagonists of
the Mahabharata, left for

Saurashtra from the shores of
Sopara. The Jain also have their
own cherished connection with
this town. It is said that one of
the eighty four Gacchas was es-
tablished in Sopara and was
named Soparka Gachhas in hon-
our of the city. Even the extinct

sect of Chakras are said to have
had a monastic complex near
the Ramtirth but several centu-
ries later all the survivors of
Ram tirtha reservoir.

Sopara and its vicinity today has
some very interesting monu-
ments and artefacts of historical
significance.The Erstwhile port
site is one such heritage site.The
port of Sopara was an inland
port quite unlike modern ports
that are built on the seafront
However today it is at rest of
rampant urbanization , a fate
that stares all adjacent localities
of Mumbai. The famous Sopara
stupa which gives the city its
sacred veneer was built by
Ashoka and subsequently reno-
vated by many other kings. An-
other very interesting monument
is the Chakreshwar temple ,the
temple is amodern structure but
it houses some very exquisite
sculptures like the
Brahma,Surya, and Nandi
among many other early medie-
val artefacts.

The city of Sopara, although
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built on the proceeds of maritime
trade, soon became a heaven for
various religious sects. With the
demise of the trans-oceanic trade
Sopara got relegated to the back
burners of history thus allowing it'
not so glamorous neighbour Mum-
bai to supersede itmaterially while
relegating itself to the frontiers of
the metropolis. It is clearly evident
from the Archaeological and liter-
ary sources that Sopara was the
main entrypoint dating from the pre
Ashokan period up to the 3rd Cen-
tury A.Dand again from 9th to 13th
century A.D. There is no evidence
of cultural remains from 4 to 9 cen-
tury and it seems that during this
period Sopara had lost its impor-
tance. The main cause for the de-
cline of the Ancient port of Sopara
was due to the effect of siltation
caused by a vrise of sea
level .Further nearshore and off-
shore Marine archaeological explo-
ration and excavation would be
helpful to ascertain the extent of the
Ancient port city.

-
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World Heritage City : Jaipur

Km. Devpriya Khandelwal , MA first year (Archaeology) ,
Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda

The city of Jaipur was founded in 1727 CE by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh II. The old name of Jaipur was Jey-
pore . It was constructed under the architect Vidhyadhar Bhattacharya. The king wanted to construct a planned
city so he took up the construction of this new city which included many structures which were also con-
structed to enhance the planned system in which Sawai Jai Singh II wanted to develop a walled city . For ex-
ample, the famous Jantar Mantar construction was taken up in 1734CE which was an astronomical observatory
built of stone and masonry and was one of five observatories built in India. The city is also famous for its
splendid architectural structure Hawa mahal designed like a bee hive and stands upright without any founda-
tion. Most spectacular feature is that it consists of 953 jharokhas having small peeping holes and its made up
of pink and red sandstones and jharokhas that allow free circulation of air within the structure. It's a five storey
palace with a height of 50 ft. The city also has a structure named Sawai Man Singh Townhall which was used
as first legislative assembly of Rajasthan state. City palace is the main residence of the Royal family of Kach-
hawa dynasty of Amber , this building also houses several buildings , various courtyards , galleries ,restaurants
and offices of the museum trust. The architecture of this palace is a combination of Rajput ,Mughal and Euro-
pean influence. It was constructed in 1727CE.

The city of Jaipur is surrounded by three famous forts namely Amber fort , Nahargarh fort and Jaigarh fort .
Amber fort is a very famous fort and known for its artistic style elements . With its large ramparts and series
of gates and cobbled paths , the fort over looks Maota lake ,which is the main source of water for the Amber
palace and comes under the control of Government of Rajasthan and also is part of hill fort of Rajasthan and
according to UNESCO World Heritage site designated in 2013 (at 37th session). Influence of Mughal architec-
ture can be seen here with Rajput architecture. It consists of Diwan i Aam ,Diwan 1 Khas , Sheesh Mahal ,Jai
Mandir and Sukh niwas . There is a temple dedicated to Sheila devi, a goddess of the Chaitanya cult.

Jaigarh fort was constructed in 1726CE . It is located on the hill Cheel ka teela . The fort is famous for the city
view it provides. The fort has one canon. It contains a type of pond located at the entrance.

Nahargarh fort was constructed in 1734CE. It once formed a strong defense ring of the city. The fort was origi-
nally named Sudershangarh ,but it became known as Nahargarh ,which means ' abode of tigers' .

The city is very famous for its temples . Moti dungri temple is dedicated to Lord Ganesha ,with the idol of lord
Ganesha ,the size of which is very big . It was built in 1761 under the supervision of Seth Jai Ram Paliwal.

Birla temple built in 1977- 1988 CE with white marble and modern style. Constructed under the direction of
Ramanauj Das and Ghanshyam Birla. Dedicated to goddess Lakshmi and Lord Vishnu (Narayan).

Govind devji Temple dedicated to Govind Dev ( Krishna) and his consort Radha.
The city of Jaipur is very famous for its aesthetic architectural features of structures. The city has a structure of

spiritual ,religious and historical spirit.
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Kaushambi
Dr. Ritu Jaiswal, Associate Professor, Department of Ancient History,
S.S.Khanna Girls’Degree College, Prayagraj

The ruins of the ancient city of Kaushambi is situated on the left bank of Yamuna,32 miles away from south-
__, west Allahabad. Traces of ancient habitation cover an area of 8

= miles , part of which defended by a complex system of fortifica-
§ tion,the mount of ancient rampart together with the surrounding
mode form a semicircle with the Yamuna. The rampart has a pe-

average height of the rampart is about 35m. The three sides east-
ern ,northern and western of the rampart marked by a series of

salient and towers at regular intervals are pierced by 1-1 gateway
3 . 5 of which were the principal ones, : 2in the eastern,2in the north-
SRR ern and 1 in the northern wing.The remaining 6 were subsidiary
gates.The principal gateway shows some special features in their constructions .Of these one of the western

sides and other on the eastern sides are situated on a Line running parallel to the Yamuna,which cuts the an-
cient mound practically through the centre. These two are most complex and elaborate.

In his bid to spread his message Lord Buddha visited Kaushambi, 60 km from Prayagraj, counted one of the
most prosperous cities of those times.It was capital of the Vatsa Janapada, with Udayan as the king. This place
is believed to have been visited by Lord Buddha in the 6™ and 9™ year after attaining enlightenment. He deliv-
ered several sermons here ,elevating it into a centre of higher learning for the Buddhists. Excavations have
revealed ruins of an Ashokan pillar, an old fort and the Ghoshitaram monetary ,besides of huge number of
sculptures and figurines cast coins and terracotta objects

Buddha rightly felt that the people were sunk in apathy, ignorance and luxuries ,and only by exalting the ele-
ments of Dukkha into a vital immanental norm could wean people away from their appetitive and vegetative
path of apparent happiness but real tribulation and misery. Thus from a sociological standpoint the elements of
Pessimism was an integral factor of the popularization of Buddhism.

The earliest Culture of Kaushambi was evidently derived from more than one
source.Its possible indebtedness of the Harappan Culture and to a wave of Ar-
yan immigrants has already been noticed. Along with the sturdy red ware, the
black and red ware also occurs ., Practically throughout the period which from
the nature of the material obviously represents a stream of cultural traditions
different from the one represented by the former .The first Culture and
Kaushambi, therefore is of multiple origin and the early settlers,evidently in
the course of their journey to the central Gangetic Valley, came across and
absorbed elements of more than one culture.

Gautam Buddha visited Kaushambi several times during the reign of Udayan
in his effort to spread the Dharm , the Noble Eightfold Path and the four Noble
Truths. According to a Chinese translation of Buddhist canonical text Ekottara
Agama,the first image of Buddha (carved from sandalwood) was made at
Udayan's request. Ashoka considered Kaushambi important,and placed a pillar
there with inscriptions in pali.Jain temple was also constructed in Kaushambi.
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Mahabalipuram

Km. Payal Sharma, M.A. Previous Year,
Department of Ancient History, S.S.Khanna Girls’ Degree College, AU

Mahabalipuram or Mamallapuram is a historic city and UNESCO World Heritage site in Tamil Nadu, India.
During the reign of the Pallava dynasty, between the 3rd century CE and 7th century CE, it became an impor-
tant centre of art, architecture and literature. Mahabalipuram was already a thriving sea port on the Bay of
Bengal before this time. A significant amount of coins and other artefacts excavated from this region also indi-
cate a pre-existing trade relation with the Romans even before it became a part of the Pallava Empire.

Early History

Mahabalipuram's early history is completely shrouded in mystery. Ancient mariners considered this place the
land of the Seven Pagodas. There are others who think that Mahabalipuram suffered from a great flood be-
tween 10,000 and 13,000 BCE. Controversial historian Graham Hancock was one of the core members of a
team of divers from Indian National Institute of Oceanography and the Scientific Exploration Society based in
Dorset, UK who surveyed the ocean bed near Mahabalipuram in 2002 CE. He is more inclined to believe the
flood theory. His exploration also afforded him a fair glimpse of the vast extent of submerged ruins of the city.
After his underwater exploration, he reportedly commented, “I have argued for many years that the world's
flood myths deserve to be taken seriously, a view that most Western academics reject ... But here in Maha-
balipuram, we have proved the myths right and the academics wrong.”

Many opinions exist about the origin of the name of the site too. The most popular explanation is that the place
is named after benevolent King Bali, also known as Mahabali. The ancient Indian text of Vishnu Puran docu-
ments his exploits. After sacrificing himself to Vaman, an incarnation of Vishnu, he attained liberation.
“Puram” is a Sanskrit_term for a city or urban dwelling. Mamallapuram is the Prakrit version of the original
Sanskrit name. During the rule of Mahendravarman I (600 CE — 630 CE), Mahablipuram started to flourish as
a centre of art and culture. He himself was a well known poet, playwright and orator. His patronage helped the
creation of a number of the city's most iconic landmarks. This period of artistic excellence was duly continued
by his son Narasimhavarman I (630 CE — 680 CE) and subsequent Pallava kings.

Art & Architectural Masterpieces Shore Temple

The Shore Temple is located on the beach
and if local lore is to be trusted it is the
one surviving structure of the legendary
Seven Pagodas. Despite continuous ero-
sive effects of the moist and salty sea air,
the Shore Temple preserves its beauty in
many parts. Built between 700 and 728 CE
during the reign of Narasimhavarman II,
this is indeed a remnant of a larger com-
plex of temples and civil structures much
of which lie under the depth of the sea
now.

This five story edifice is so situated that
the first rays of the rising sun fall on the
presiding deity of the temple, Shiva. Visi-
tors enter the premises through a barrel
vaulted gopuram (gateway). The shikhara
(roof) of the actual shrine resembles a py-
ramidal structure. Like other remarkable
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Cave Temples

The Adi Varaha Perumal Cave Temple is the earliest
of all Pallava structures in Mahabalipuram, yet the
least visited one. The grandeur of the actual man-
dapa (pavilion) is hidden behind a rather ordinary
looking latter-day structure. The construction of this
site began before the reign of Mahendravarman I.
The temple is dedicated to Vishnu (Varaha is an in-
carnation of Vishnu) and its execution follows the
spirit of Vaishnava Agamic texts. Both the outer hall |
and sanctum sanatorium are adorned with elaborate &=
relief sculptures. This temple houses two relief sculp-
tures of Pallava kings, Simhavishnu (c. 537 CE — 570
CE) and Mahendravarman I, accompanied by their respective wives.

The Trimurti Cave is dedicated to the trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswara (Shiva) representing the proc-
ess of creation, sustenance and destruction. Aside from the deity, the carved pillars and sculptures also show
devotees in various postures. The Varaha and Krishna Caves exhibit mythical tales related to Vishnu and
Krishna.

The Mahishasuramardini Cave can be found at a hilltop location. Mahishasuramardini is another name of the
goddess Durga who is an incarnation of Shakti (power). She earned this name after the slaying of the demon
Mabhishasura. This is the second, along with the Kotikal Cave, of the caves dedicated to Durga.

Technically speaking, the Yali or Tiger Cave may not be a geographic fissure, but it boasts a set of most elabo-
rately designed pillars and sculptures depicting several mythical creatures, lions and tigers. This also has a re-
lief sculpture dedicated to Narasimhavarman II or Rajasimha (700 CE — 728 CE). In many ways, the Tiger
Cave sums up the evolution of the Pallava's cave temple structures over a period of time.

Descent of the Ganges

Alternatively known as Arjuna’s Penance, Descent of the Ganges is a gigantic open air bas-relief sculpted out
of pink granite. The dramatic relief sculpture narrates the tales from Indian epics such as the Mahabharata.
Nearby mandapas, particularly the Krishna Mandapa, however, showcase scenes of pastoral life amid mythical
figures. Other similar rock artworks close by have been left unfinished due to some unexplained reason.
Pancha Ratha

Pancha Ratha (five chariots) is an architectural ode to Mahabharata's five Pandava brothers Yudhistir, Bhima,
Arjuna, Nakula, Sahadeva, and their wife Draupadi. Thematically and structurally, each ratha is significantly
different from the other ones, but all of them were carved out of a long stone or monolith. Spread over one to
three storeys, their forms vary from square to apsidal. The walls of these ancient edifices are decorated with
bas-reliefs and murals. A beautifully carved monolithic airavata (elephant) and nandi (bull) decorate the prem-
ises. Though originally meant to be places of worships, these were never consecrated and used actively for any

sacred rites.
Olakkanneshvara Temple

Also known as the Olakkanatha Temple, the Olakkanneshvara Temple (Temple of Shiva, suggestive of the
third eye of Shiva) was built about the same time as the Shore Temple. This is located atop a hill some dis-
tance away from the beach which gave birth to a belief that it acted as a lighthouse in earlier times. This is also
built atop the Mahishasuramardini Cave, but the two are different structures erected at different times.
Mahabalipuram Today

There is another curious structure known as Sri Krishna's Butter Ball that fascinates everyone in Mahabalipu-
ram. It is not a sculpted piece but more of a handiwork of nature. Today, Mahabalipuram is trying to re-create
its image as the country's premier beach resort but it has not completely lost touch with its past cultural ex-
ploits. Every year, it hosts classical dance and drama festivals to preserve and promote the heritage of a very
ancient culture.
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